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Q, that the winter of our difcontent 

Wore glorious Cummer made by ftnUing peace § 

And all the clouds that low/r upon tnis ifle, 

In the deep boCom of the ocean bury'd I 

Then might we chaunt fweet ditties highly penn'd, 

Upon the wanton rufhet la} iis downy 

And reft the head in geritle maiden's lap, 

While (he fung foft the Ibog that pleafeth usl 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

IT hath been juftly obferved, hi one of the Reviews, 
that, tC to the cafual circumftance of having the manu- 
icript in his pofl'eiEon we owe the folly which has cha- 
racterized many an editor of old literature ; and been 
the origin," or rather perpetuation, " of much' mouldy 
dulnefs :" — but even that folly may be thought more 
excufable than fuch an undifcerning editor's obtrufion of 
frfepwnworthlefc writings. 

The late T>x.Jahyifon being afked his opinion of the 
expediency of Mr. Derrick's republishing an old book, 
with his ufual bluntnefs replied,-—" Why, Sir, if you 
muft print, it had better be feme other perfpn's ponfenfe 
than your own," And yet, if one tr.ujl print, how {hall 
an undifcriminating editor know what to refcue from 
oblivion ? thofe pieces he bath already revived being, by 
profefjed criticks, in one journal highly praifed,in another 
Jeverely reprobated ! 

In the prefent inftance, however* the regret of the 
•learned for the fuppofed lofs of a valuable manufcript ; 
with the earneft requeft that, if in being, its poffeffor 
Vould no longer withhpJd it from thcpublick,as cited in 
the following extracts ; will, it is hoped, be confidered 
jas ftrpng incentives to, the reftoring of this work to thp 
curious. 

A Latin tranflation of the entire poem r two booip 
jpnly of which have been already printed, with a moft 
'erudite Latin commentary on the whole, form a moiety 
cf this long-loft manufcript ; and will, if patronized by 
the learned, be published, fo foon as the Original poem 
£nd Engli|h commentary (hall have been completed. 

7*he poem, though given exactly from the manufcript, 
has received a few interpolations from former editions, 
or conjecture, all which are placed between brackets ; 
the text, or at Jeaft the orthography of it, varies a little 
from that of the two books published in 4to. 1635, by 
Sir Francis KinaJion t both text and commentary being 

now 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

now printed literatim from the manufcripf : the former 
knight have been made more correct, had greater liber* 
ties been taken ; the latter will, it is preftimed, be found 
to contain the fruit of much elaborate refearch> illuftra- 
thre of antique phrafeology, cuftoms, literature, and man- 
ners j to abound in anecdote, biography, biftory, and 
crittciim ; and to cotnprife fuch multifarious information 
on recondite fubjeds as, perhapi, the revival of even did 
Sbakfpearean manufcripts will fcarcely produce matter 
that will exceed. 

Occasional additions to the commentary, placed Be- 
tween brackets, have been made by the editor, which he 
trufts will be received with indulgence ; he having no 
other view than the elucidation of luch paflages as feemed 
to require it, and diffidently fubmittirfg the whole to the 
tandour of the fagacioUS cntick : confeious that he hath, 
from the cafual circumftance of the manufcript being ih 
his pofleffion, undertaken a tad: more fuited to a Tyr- 
wbitt, were he living ; to whofe admirable edition of 
" The Canterbury Tales of Chaucer" this wofjc may, 
wheft completed, be no improper Suppfement. 

The (econd portion, which is propofed tobe pubtifhed 
iarly in die enfuing month, will confift of a confiderabre 
part of the poem, and the commentary to the fame erf- 
tent; Vrithoutany adventitious matter, occasional addi- 
tions td the latter excepted : and fh'e remainder will tfc 
produced with all convenient fpeed. 

Ia the courfe of the publication* will be given a portrait 
of Sir Francis Kinajion^ of whom there is not at preferit 
any print extant, engraved from an original drawing* 
conje&ured to be bf Vandyck, prefixed to the manufcript/ 

F.G.Wf 

December!, tj<jg: 
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INTRODUCTORY EXTRACTS. 

*' TfN 1635, Sir Francis Kinafton> of Otely, in 
JL ShropJJj'ire^ publifhed the Fir ft and Second 
Books of Troilus and Crefeide^ with an elegant 
Latin verfionof them in rhime, dedicated to Pat. 
Junius^ Library Keeper to the King : and in the 
Epiftle to the Reader, he promifes to tranflate the 
remaining books in the fame manner ; and in cafe 
that Effay met with the approbation of the Learned 
to publifli the whole, with a Comment or Notes 
for the fuller illuftration of that poem. And it 
feems he lived to finifli this work, though not to 
publilh it 5 for I have been informed that there 
was a MS. of it in the hands of the late Dr. Henry 
Mdrlche^ Dean of Chrift Churchy Oxon, (whofc 
name is never to be mentioned by a member of 
that fociety without the utmoft refpedr, and grati- 
tude) out of which Mr. Urry procured fome of 
the notes to be tranferibed, which have been made 
ufe of in the Glojfary* • 

<c I could never learn what became of that MS. 

but I am perfuaded if it falk into the hands of a 

* B perfon 
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U INTRODUCTORY EXTRACTS. 

pterfon capable to judge of it, he will not grudge 
the learned world the ufe of fo valuable a piece by 
fuppreffing it, or delaying its publication.' 9 Pre- 
face to Urry's Chaucer ; folio, 172 1, fig, m. 

cc Sir Francis Kynafton, of Otely in Shrop- v 
(hire, publifhed the Firft and Second Books of a 
Latin veriion of Troiius and Crefeide, and com- 
pleated his Translation of, and Notes upon, the 
other three ; and from fome fpecimens that are ex- 
tant in the Gloflary at the end of Mr. Urry's edi- 
tion, the world may well perceive, how valuable a 
performance we are deprived of, by the lols or 
concealment of his manufcript." 

\Vlde\ " Gloflary to Chaucer, p. 47. voc, 
tnorter. 9 ' 

BlOGRAPHlA BrITANNICA, follO, I784, 

Vol. 3. p. 466. n. lJ. 
" Sir Francis Kinaftqn's Latin MS. tranffatioA 
of Xroiius and Crefeide (the lofs or concealment 
of Which is regretted by Dr. Campbell in note Vf) 
wW fold witri the library of the Rev. J. H. Hind- 
ley, A.M. in March, 1793, an< * purchafed by 
Mr. Waldron, of DruryLane Theatre. It con- 
tained the five books of Troiius, with the Tefta- 
ment of Crefeida, by R. Henderfon (or Hender- 
foun, as Lord Hailes and Mr. Pinkerton difcrimi- 

nate 
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INTRODUCTORY EXTRACTS, lit 

natc him) as a fixth book. Each ftanza of Ch-u- 
cer's text is followed by the Latin verfiDn, xd 
interfperfed with a variety of curious and intelli- 
gent remarks. As the imprimatur of Tho. Wykes, 
Jan. \refte Jan.] 1640, is affixed to the laft page, 
it appears that the whole work was- prepared for 
publication, though Dr. C. fays, the two firft 
books alone were printed." 

Farther Addenda to the Second, Third, and 
Fourth Volumes of the Biographia Bri- 
tannic a. Communicated by Mr. Park. 
Bioo. Brit. Folio, 1793, Vol. 5, Art. 
Chaucer (Geoffry). 
The two firft books only, fo far as I have ever 
feen or heard, were printed in Latin and Englifli, 
without notes, in 4*9. with jhe following tide* 
page ; 

Amorum 

TROILI 

Et 

CRESEIDiE 

Libri duo priores 

Anglico-LQtinu 

Oxoniae, 

Excudebafc Johannes L\chfiela\ 

Anno Domini 

163S. 
Bx it 
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It is preceded by a Latin dedication lo Jumu$, 
and an addrefs to the candid reader ; ten copies of 
Latin commendatory verfes, five of English, and 
one of o!d English, in imitation of Chaucer : oc- 
cupying, together, thirteen leaves. * • 

' / ' The 

* The copy of rerfes, in imitation of Chaucer, which wilj. 
Jbe reprinted with the others hereafter, is fabfcribed Franc 
garnet Ait. Bac. Nov-Colf. Socius. who is alio author of the fol-. 
lowing fimilar lines, prefixed to t( The Lores of Clitophon 
and Leucippb, A moil elegant Hiftory, written in Greeke 
by Achilles Tatius : and now Englifhed. Oxford, Print- 
ed by William Turner, for John Allam. 1638." Small 
oStavo, 

To his Friend A. H> on his Tranflation of Achilles 
Tatius, on the Loves of Leucippe an^ ClUophon. 
Incipit F. J. 

Friend, I thy hoke compare with fwilk of yore y 

With mighty deeds, of worthy Heliodore, 

Proud Antiocb's Prelate : whan he wrote his werk 

And was for thy deposed : Thilk A fian Clerk 

Hight Bijhop tod yet lives, whoje buxom pen 

Maugre all envy made him man of men. 

As whilom for the lore of Engelond 

Gaufrid an orpyd knight toke upon bond 

To wry ten thilk throwe ; for all ages after 

Of Txoyi hight Pryam's fon and* Calchas daughter ; 

* CreJMu 

"The 
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The Engjifli text is printed on the right-hand 
page, the Latin tranflatron on the left; the firft 
book contains 156 ftanzas of each, and fills 105 
pages. 

The 
** The double for rows of thofe wights to tellen, 
<* Froe woe to wele how their aventures fclleru 
depend on mufe, to help for to endite 
His halefull verfe that weepeu as he write. 

Forthy a 2 Mufes fonne in gret nobles, 
That can of Knighthode chivalrie and pr owes 
The lore ; who ft goodship algates did deferve % 
The ftuddie of t hi Ik Goddefs 3 hight Mincrve, 
4 Payne RoeYs Nephewyi did underjlond^ 
Asjhope him to the language of Rome's lond : 

So I full lewd and (though I not the quill 
Of dough tie Knight, ne eke of 5 Aftropbill} 
In tiny connyng which me underfongethy 
Do thee allpreyfeas it of right belongtth, 
Andfikerlie endevor jo avance 
Thy goodship, and the Mufes chevifance . 
Tfyn fome oder lenguage clerks that conne 
'ffill pui in verfe Leucip and Clitophon. 

Explicit Fr. James, A, M. of 

New Coll. 

'* Sir Francis Kyna/kn. 3 MinervstMufcOwx. 

4 Ob/me** 5 Sir Philip Syduey. 

There 
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VI INTRODUCTORY EXTRACTS. 

The fecond book is infcribed to John Rous the 
Oxford Librarian, which addrefs occupies fix 
pages \ the book contains 251 ftanzas, a.nd fills 159 
pa|es. It has no Imprimatur* A per fe& copy of 
it is in my poffeffion. I have alfo a 4*0 volume of 

poems, of which the following \s a copy of *the 
title-page. 

LEOLINE 

AND 

£YDAN1S. 
A 

Romance of 

The Amorous 

Adventures of Princes : 

Together 
With sundry Affe- 
ctionate Addresses to 
His Mistresse, 
Under the 
Name of Cynthia. 
Written by Sir Fr. Kinnaston, Knight. 
London, 
Printed by Ric. Hearne. 164.2. 
There are alfo Latin verfes by Fr. James, prefixed to the fame 
volume ; and English ones by Col. Richard Lwelace : a copy of 
which, more correct than that in Lovelace" $ Lv casta, 1649, 
the compiler of thefe memoranda caufed to be inferted in The 
Gent/emn's Magazine for February, 1 792. 

It 
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It has alfo an engraved title page, to the fame 
cffeft. The volume contains i $z pages of poetry ; 
befides two pages of an addrcfs a To the Reader ;" 
and, on the lait lea£ 

" Mail 22, 1641. 

Imprimatur^ 
Tho. Wykes." 

The note on the word Aforter, in the Gloflary 
to Urrfs Chaucer, figned u Kyn" is in the 
MS. in my poffeffion; but it has not been very 
accurately copied: particularly Match-light % which 
occurs twice therein, is in the MS. fVateh^ht. 
It is in the Fourth Book, Stanza 93. 

" flfor by that morter, wch that I fee brejine 
" Know I full well that day is not farre henne." 
[Note] u ferre henne yt is farre hence." 

Which Sir Francis has rendered thus in Latin; 

" Per lampadem nam Utum deficientem 
" Difcerno diem longe baud abfeiitem." 

In CURIALIA: or An Hiftorical Account of 
Some Branches of the Rdyal Hovshold, 
&c. &c By Samuel Pegge, Efq. 4to. 1782, 
p 35 and 36, is the following paflage relating to 

Chaucer's 
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Chaucer's having been a an Efqutre of the Body to 
King Edward III.** fuggefted by, and explanatory 
of the note in queftion. 

u There can be little doubt that CrtAucfiR was 
an Esquire of the Body to King Edward III. * 

Sic* 

* AJhmde, in iht annotations annexed to his Theatrum 
tiiEMicuM Britannicum, 4to. 1652, P. 472, fay£, " feveral 
PrffermentS he [Chaucer] had at Court, for he was Armiger Regit 
to Ed. 3, (a place of very good reputation) Valerius Hofpitii, 
VJZ. Graeme of the Palace," &c. 

Which is founded on what Sfegbt fays, in Chaucer's Lief, 
prefixed to the folio edition of " The Workf* of our ancient 
and learned Englifh Poet, Geffrey Chaucer, 1602." ia 
fpeaking of " His Rewardes." 

" Chaucer is called Armiger Regis: for in the patent fiolles 
of Part. 1. $f 50 £</, 3. M. 5. the King maketh a graunt, 
Armigao nofiro Galftido Chaucer* This Armiger Regis Was" of good 
woorthip and reputation about the Prince, being alfo the 
fame that Scut (fa Reg's was, to beare the King's (hield and 
other armour of hH> both out and in the warres. By which 
name of Scutifer Regis, the King graunted to him the lands 
aftid body of Sir Edmond Staplegat, for the maner of Bilfing- 
ton in Kent^ to whom he payd 104 pounds for the fame : as 
appeareth in patent, Part. 2 ; de anno 49. Edw. 3. Againe, the 
King before that, in 45. Ed. 3. as appeareth in f el lis Exitus of 
the Exchequer, had graunted unto him 20 mark.es by yeare* 
by the name of Garfride Chaucer Vale&us Hbfpitii: which is^ 
&rome of the Pallace, a place of good worfhip. By which 

fiamc 



Digitized 



by Google 



INTRODUCTORY aXfRACt*. IX 

Sir Francis Kynafton, who tranflated .the two firft 
Books of Chaucer's Troilus and Creffcide into 

Latin 

name of FateeTtn, alfo King Edw. 3. long before did entitle 
Laurence Hastings, Lord of Aburganey, calling him Valt&um 
noJliwn> being the Kings Grome, Page, or fervant* 

" For unto this day, certairie fervitors of the Queenes are 
called Pages and Gromes ; beyng of Worftiip arid reputation, 
as are thetSromes of the Privy Chamber. By which may be ga- 
thered in what credit G. Chaucer was with King Edward 3." 

In the Appendix to the Preface to fytwbitt 9 * Chaucsr> 
V* r. p xxvi. xxviii. the learned editor (ays, 

" The firft authentic memorial, which we have of Chaucer, 
is in the patent in Rymer, 41 E. III. by which that King 
grants to him an annuity of 10 marks, by the title of Valettui 
nofier, Our Yeoman. Mr. Speght, who omits this grant, men- 
tions one of the lame purport in the 45th E. III. in which 
Chaucer is ftyled Valettw Hofjriti, which he translates— Grome 
of the Paflace. By this he finks our author as much too low 
as another writer has raifed him too high, by translating the 
lame words— Gcrtkma* of the King's Privy Chamber [Life of Ch. 
Urn] V*let % or Yeoman, was the intermediate rank between 
Sfuierand Grome, VaUttui.\% probably a corruption of V*JJa- 
iettus, the diminutive of Vajfaluu Hence this title was alfo 
jjiven (not as a name of fervice) to young men of the higheft 
quality, before they were knighted. 
II ot tin fiz de la mulier, 
Ki neit pas uncore chivater, 
Pallet efteit et bcaus et gent— Roman dlpomedon. 

So that if Edward III, as Mr. Speght (ays, « did entitle Lau- 
rence Haftingt, Lord of Aburganey,— ValeBum noftrum f u I 
O ftiouM 
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X INTRODUCTORY EXTRACTS; 

Latin vtf fe, labours to prove \i in a note upori a 
paflage where the poet has accidentally dropt the 
word morter^ which Sir Francis interprets to btf 
analhtfion to v the morter made ufe of in the Royal 
BedCkamber ; and from thence draws his concltf- 
fion. Sir Francis, who had beeil a KNiorit of the 
Body to King Charles I. Was naturally (truck 
with the paflage, and in his note has gone further 
into the nature of the office of an Esquire of the 
Body than any printed account I ever fiw; but 
his conclufion is rather weak ; for the ceremony 
of ferviiig All- Night, and the ufe of the morter \ 
inuft.have been very well known to every interior 
branch of the officers of the hou(hold. Weak as 
the proof is, Sir F. Kynaftoii feems to have had 

truth 

fhouid guefs, that the'faid Lord was not u the King's grome, 
pige, or fervant," (as he fuppofes,) or his yeoman, (as 
thaiicer Was) but his IVard. 

From this time we find frequent mention of him in vari- 
ous public inflruments. In the 46th £. III. [af, Rymer\ 
the King app6ints him Envoy (with two others) to Genoa, 
by the title of Scut if <r noflo. Our Spirt. So that in thecourle 
of thefe five years our author had been promoted from 
the rank of Yeoman, to that of Syuter, attendant upon the 
King. Scutifer and sfrmiger, Lxr. are (ynonimous terms for 
the French FfcuUr, The. Biographers thinking, I fappofe, the 
title of S-ju/er too vulgar, have changed it into Shield- \f 
bearer, as if Chaucer had the fpecial office of carrying the 
King's fhieleV' 
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INTRODUCTORY EXTRACTS. XI 

truth on his fide ; for, I th'nc, we arc matters of 
ftronger evidence, which will leave no' doubt, and 
will clear two points at once— firft y that Chaucer 
was an Es<^uire of the Bony, and fccondly y that 
he pofieiTed the offices of Scutifer and Armiger 
fucceffively. 

This laft circumftanc? will fhew that the ad- 
vance from the Scutifer to the Armiger was 
progrefiive, and confirm what has been fuggefted 
concerning thefe two pods in the early part cf 
this memoir. 

Thefe proofs are to be found in Urry's Life of 
Chaucer^ who has preferved a commiffion of the 
46th year of king Edward III. wherein Chaucer is 
ilyled <c Scutifer nofter;" and likewife a grant 
of the 48th year of the fame king, wherein he is 
ilyled " Dile&us Armiger noilcr." This was 
at a period when, I think, the words Armiger and 
Scutifer could not be considered as fynommous * 
terms. . 

Sir Francis Kynafton f s note, which Mr. Urry 
has given at large, is worth tranferibing. The 
lines ill Chaucer which occafioned it are, 

For by that morter whiche [that] I fc brenn* 
Know I fill well that day is not far hen ne. * 

, TtofL. & Cress. Lib? iy. Line 1245. 

This .word [Morter] doth plainly intimate, &c." 
C 2 Here 



mm* 
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Here begins Sir Francis's note, copied verbatim 
from the Gioflary to Urry's Chaucer; which, not 
being quite correct, is fubjoined, faithfully copied 
from Sir Francis Kynafton's M. S. The varia- 
tions of type are conformable to Mr* Pegged 
copy, 

" Morter &c. This word doth plainely inti- 
mate our Author Jeffery Chaucer to have been 
an Esquire of the body in Ordinary to the King, 
whofe office it is after he hath cbaj dged & fefc 
the watch of the Guard to carry in the morter S$? 
to fet it by the King's bed-fide* (For Ije takes 
from the Cubboord a filyer bafan r & therip poures 
a litle water, & then fets 4 round Cake of Virgin 
Wax in the middeft of the bafon y in the middle of 
wch Cake is a wicke of bumbpft, [i. e. cotton* 
Pegge] wch being lighted burnes as a wqtch light 
all night by the King's bed-fide : it hath as I 
conceave the name of morter for the likenes it 
hath when it is nere confumed unto a morter 
wherein you bray fpices> for the flame firft hol- 
lowing the midle of the waxe c^ce, ,wch is 
next unto it the waxe by degrees like the Sands, 
in a houre glaffe ryns evenly from all fides to the 
jnidle to fupply the wicke, this Royal ceremony 
Chaucer wittily faines to be in Crefeids bed- 
chamber* 
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chamber calling this kinde of watch light by the 
name of <Morttr, wch very few Courtiers be- 
fide Esquires of the body, (who only are ad. 
iiiitted after all night is ferved to come into 
the Kings bedchamber) do underftand what is 
meant by it." 

The following Angular anecdote, relating to the 
tnorter % or mortar y is preferred in «* Memoires of 
the Lives, A&ions, Sufferings, and Deaths of 
thofe Noble, Reverend, and Excellent Perfonages, 
that fuffered by Death, Sequeftration, Decima- 
tion, or otherwif,, for the Proteftant Religion, 
and the great Principle thereof, Allegiance to their 
Soveraigne, in our late Inteftine Wars, from the 
Year 1637, to the Year 1660, and from thence 
continued to 1666. With the Life and Martyr- 
dom of King Charles I. By Da. Lloyd, A. M. . 
fometime of Orjel Colledge in Oxon." Folio, 
1668, p. 175. 

" One night a wax mortar^ fuch as the King : 
{Charles I.J had alwayes by him in his bedcham- 
ber, was, as Ije thought, quite extinguished in the 
night, yet in the morning burned very clearly (to 
his Majefty, and the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Southampton's wonder, that lay in the fame cham- 
ber, (as Gentleman of the Bedchamber) that 

night, 
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/ 

flight, knowing it was really put, and that n6n« 
could come in to light it) a prefage he afterward 
applied thus, th# though God might fuffer bis 
light to be extinguished for a time, yet he would 
at laft lighten it again." 

In Mr, Pegge's Cuualia fs the following 
etymology of the word Morter. P- 20. 

u Derived from ,the French word mortier^ 
which, among other things, fignifies a ChambetT 
Lamp[Cotgrave in Voce Mortier]. Mr. Menage 
thinks that the Prefidcnts au Mortier in I* ranee 
are fo ftyled frcim the ftape of their Caps, which 
originally refembled an Apothecary's Morter. [v. 
Menage, D'\&. Etymologique, in voce Mortier.] 
An etymological writer, however, tells us, that the 
Term, as applied to their Caps, is Celtic, and 
that the word Mortier is a Compound of Mor 
(greats and Tier (Crown), [v. A Specimen of an 
ttymological Vocabulary, p. 44, London. 1768, 
£vo.]" 

The following corroborates the ufeofthis ancient 
Watch-light, by Charles I. 
^ * The King commanded Mr. Herbert to lie by 
his bed-fide upon a pallat, where he took fmall 
reft, that being the laft night his gracious Sove- 
reign and Mafler enjoyed j but neverthelefs the 

King, 
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. Kirtg for four hours, or thereabouts, flept foifndly, 
and awaking about two hours afore day, he opened 
his curtain to call Mr. Herbert \ there being a 
great cake of wax fet in a filver bafon, that then, 
as ^at all other times, burned all night," 

Sir Thomas Herbert's 
* c Memoirs of the Two lajl Hears of the Reign 
of that unparallelPd Prince of ever Blefied Me- 
mory, King Charles I" 8vo. 1702, P. 127, 8. 
In The Marchantes Tale, Tyrwhitt's Chau- 
cir, vol. 2, ver. 9297, 8, is this couplet! . 

i( And eke tfrife old widewes (God it wote) 
" They conncn fo moch craft on Wades bote." 

And in the Notes thereon, Idem, V. 4, P. 
1284, 5, Mr. Tyrwhitt fays j 

Upon this Mr* Speght remarks, as follows : — 
tt Concerning Wade and his bote called Guinge- 
lot, as afHo his ftraunge exploits in the fame, becaufe 
the matter is long and fabulous, I paffe it over/* 
Tantamne rem tarn negligertter P Mr. Speght pro* 
bably did not forefee, that Pofterity would be 
as much obliged to him for a little of this fdbu* 
lous matter concerning Wade and his bote % as for 
the graved of his annotations. 

% The (lory of ffade is mentioned again by our 
author in his Troilus, Hi 6i£. 

He 
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He fonge, (he playde, he tolde a tab of Wade. 
It is there put proverbiaHy for any romantic hif- 
toryi but the allufioft in the prefent paffage to 
Wades bote can hardly be explained, without a 
more particular knowledge of his adventures, than 
we are now likely ever to attain. 

Had Sir Francis Kynafton's MS. fallen into the: 
hands of Mr. Tyrwhitt (and that it did not is 
greatly to be lamented), he might have found, 
though not all he withed on the fubjed, fome 
fatisfe&ion in the following note, faithfully copied 
from that invaluable volume, 

" Tale of Wade, &c. Chaucer meanes a ridi- 
culous romance as if he had told a ftory of Robin 
Hood, for in his time there was a foolifh fabulous 
Legend of one Wade & his boate Guingelot 
wherein he did [here follows, partly obliterated, 
what appears to have been the firft four letters of 
the word wonderfully which occurs foon after] 
njany ftrange things & had many wonderfull ad- 
ventures, not much unlike that man & his boate 
in our time, who layed a wager, that he never go- 
ing out of his boate, & without any other helpe 
but himfelfe he would in a certaine 'number of 
dayes go by land 6V by water from Abington to 
London, & in his paffage would go over the top 

of 
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6f a fquare Steepel by the way, which thing he per- 
formed, St wonne his wager.'* B. 3, S. 88- 

Wade is mentioned in the prologue to a volu- 
minous metrical tranflation of Guido de Colonna, 
attributed to Lidgate. 

4C Many fpeken of men that romaunfces rede, 
Sec. 

il Of Bevys, Gf y, arid Gawayne, 

cc Of K Ytf g Rycha* d, and Owayrie, 

<c Of Triftrarri, and Percy vayle* 

<' Of Rowjand ris, and Aglavaulfc, 

« Of Archeroun, and of O&avian, 

« Of Charles, and of Caffibediari, 

" Of Keveloke, Home, and of Wade, 

<c In romances that of hem bi made** 

' &c - * 

Warton's History of English Poetry, 
Vol I. p. U9,feq. 

In the Erifendationg and Additions affixed to the • 
fecond volume of that valuable work, the author 
fays, it appears from this quotation, that there waj 
an old romance called Wade* 

Wade's Bote is mentioned in Chaucer's Mar>- 
chaunts Tale, v. 940, p 4 68* tfrf. 

And eke thefe olde wivis, god it wotp* 

They connin fo much craft In Wadis bote. 

D Agai* 
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Again; Troil. Crjbss. iii. 615. 
He fonge, fee plaide, he tolde a tale of TYadt. 

Where, fays the gloffirift, c « A romantick ftorj^ 
a famous at that time, of one Wade, who per- 
" formed many ftrange exploits, and met with many 
tt wonderful adventures in his Boat Gui[n]ge/ot.' f < 
Speght fays that Wade's hiftory was long and fabu- 
lous*. 

The reader will, it is hoped, pardon the repeu-* 
tion of quotation in thefe extracts ; it being una- 
voidable, in the endeavour to concentrate all that 
may tend to the iHuftration of the fubje<St 

Wade and his boat y or u that man & his bo ate 
in our time" adverted to by Sir Francis K inaft or> 
or both, feem, by the going over the top of a 
fteeple,to have been pofleffed of fome fecret means, 
not diffimilar to thofe ufed by the modern aeroftats 
in buoying their balloons ; to-which hats are not 
unfrequently fufpended. 

Qu*rt^ if the proverbial £tymg, u to wade 
through thick and thin," be not derived from fVaaU 
aitfhisboaH 

The beginning of tbe fourteenth fe&ion of The 
Hifiory o/Englifi Poetry % Vol I. as it treats of 
Chaucer's TRpitus and Cresseide, both criticaiijr 
and historically, is fubjoined. 

CHAUCER'* 
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CHAUCER's poem of Trcilus an* Cres- 
*eide is faid to be formed on sn old hflory, 
written by Loll i us, a native of Urbino \a Italy. 
(a) Lydgate fays, that Chaucer, in (his poena, 
■ made a tranflacion 

Of a bote which called is Troph* 
In Lumbarde tongue, &c. (b) 
It is certain that Chaucer, in this piece, frequently 
Refers to * Myke auctor Lox.lius (r}." But 

he 

(a) Petrus Lambeccios enumerates Lollius Urbicus among 
the Htftoiici Latini pre/am of the third century. Prodrom. 
p. 246. Hamb. 1659, See alfo Vofs. Historic. Latin, ii. 2. 
p. 163. edit. Ludg. Bat £ut this could not be Chaucer's Lol- 
lius, Chaucer places Lollius among the hiftoi ians of Troy, in 
Jiis houfc of Fame, iii. 380. 

It is extraordinary, that Du Frefne, in the Index sfuflorum, 
ttfed br him for his Latin gloflTary, ihould mention this Lollius 
.Urbicus of the third century. Tom. i. p. t^s. edU. i. As.f 
apprehend, none of his works remain. A pi oof ihat Chaucer 
tfanflated from ibme Italian original is, ihat in a manufcript 
which 1 have feen of this poem, I find, Monejfeo for Mbnefte^ 
Jfhtpbeo for Rvpixs, Pbebvfeo for Pbcbufes, lib. iv. 50.feq. Where, 
by the way, Xantippe, a Trojan chief, was perhaps corruptly 
written for Xantippo, i. e. Xantippus. As Jofeph. ffcan. iv. 10. 
In Lydgate's Troy, Zantifhm % Hi. 2 6. All corrupted from An- 
tlphus, Di&. Cret. p. 105. In the printed copies we have* 
rfftalapho for Affcalaphus. lib. v. 309. * 

flf) Proll Itoch. it iir. 

(r) See lib. r. v. 395. 

P* 
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be bints at the fame time that Lollius wrote in 
Latin (d). I have never feen this hiftory, either 
in the Lombard or the Latin language, It is men* 
tion?d in Boccacio's Decameron, and a tranflatio/} 
of it was made into Greek verfe by fome of the 
Greek fugitives \n the fourteenth century. Du 
Frefne, if I miftake not, fpmewhere mentions it 
in Italian* In the royal library at Paris it occurs 
often as an antipnt Frencji romarxe. « Cod. 
*' 7546. Roman de Troilus."— « Cod. 7564. Ro- 
ct man de Troilus et de Brifeida ou Crifeida." 
—Again, as an original work of Boccacjo, " Cod,, 
a 7757* Philoftrato dell' amoroie fetiche de Troilo 
'* per Giovanni Boccac jo."t 4€ Les Ativans 

*• (adds 

(d) Lib. ii. v. 19. 

* Boccacio's Filoitrato was printed in quarto at Milan, in. 
1488. The title is " II Fylostrato, che tracta de lo inna- 
moramento de Troylo a Gryseida : etde molto altre infinite, 
battaglie. Imprefso nella inclita cita de Milano par magiftrq 
yidericho Scinzenzcler pell anno mcccclxxxxviii. a <Ji 
xxvii de mcfe Septembre." [in 4to.] It is in the octave 
ftanza. The editor of the Canterbury Taj.es informs me, 
that Boccacio himfelf, in his- Decameron, has made the fame 
honourable mention of this poem as of the Th*seida ; although 
without acknowledging either for his own. In the Introduce 
tion to the Sixth Day, he fays, that " Dioneo infiemecon 
Lauretta de Troilo kt di Cris&ida cominciarono. cantare." 
['* Diwuu* and Madam Lauretta, they fun$ the Love-convict 

between. 



Digitized 



by Google 



INTRODUCTORY EXTRACT*. tfXt 

" (adds Montfauccn (d) ) contiennent les autres 
** ceuvrcs de Boccace.'* Much fabulous hiftory 
concerning Troilus, is related in Guido de Colujru 
na *s Deftruftioji of Trojr, Whatever were Chau- 
cer's 

between Troylus and Crefida" EngUJb Yran/Uthn, Folio, 1684.} 
Juft as, afterwards, in the conclufion of the Seventh Day he 
£ys, that the fame " Dioneo et Fiammetta gran pezza canta- 
" rono inficme D'Abcita et di Palamone." [" Dioneusznd 
u Madam Fiametta, they fate Anging together, the Love- war 
" between Arcite and Pafamon" Eng. Tranf, ut fupra.] See 
Cant ebb. T. vol. tv. p. 85. iii. p. 311. Chaucer appears to 
have been at much indebted to Boccacioin his TaeiLus and 
Cbissside, as in his Kniohtes Tale. At the fame time .we 
muft obferve, that there are feveral long panages, and even 
epifodes, in Teoilus, of which no traces appear in the Filos- 
tbato. Chaucer fneaks of hinrfeif as a translator out of Latin, 
».ii. 14. And he calls his author Lollius, b. i. 394; — 421/ 
and b. v. 1652. The latter of thefe twopaflages is in the Phi-' 
lostbato; but the former, containing Petrarch's fonnet, is 
not. And when Chaucer fays, he tVanJlqta jtm Latin, we muft 
remember that the Italian language' was called Latino vo/gare. 
Shall wefuppbfe, that Chaucer followed a more complete copy. 
of the Fi lostbato than that we have at prefent, or one enlarged ' 
by feme officious interpolator ? The Parifian manufcript> 
might perhaps clear thefe difficulties. In Bennet library at 
Cambridge, there is a manufcript of Chaucer's Teoilus, ele- 
gantly written, with ' a frontifpiece beautifully illuminated, 
LXI. [The above note has been corrected, by reference to. 
Tyrwhitt's Chaucer. V. 4. P. 85. 1*1.) 

(d) BibL p. 703. col. 2. Compare Lengl. Bibl. Rom. ?t> 
p.255» 
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jeer's materials, he has on this fobjefl: conftruflfJ 
X poem of confideraWe merit, in which the viciffi- 
f itdes of love are depi&ed in a ftra-'m of true poetry, 
with much pathos and ftroplicity of fentimcnt. (<?} 
Be calls it, " a litfll tragedie (/;" Troilus is 
juppofed (o have feea Creffidc in a temple; and 
retiring to bis chamber, is thus naturally defcribed* 
in the critical fituatipn of a lover examining bi$ 
pwn mind after the firft imprefiiQn of love. 

And whan that he irjchambre was alone, 

He dowrr upon his beddis fete bim fette* 

And firft he gan to fike (gj, and efte to grouty 

Anf 

(*) Chaucer however claims no merit of invention in this 
poem. He invokes Clio to favour him with rhymes only ; and 

■ T o everie lover t me* excufe 
That of nofentiment I this endite 
But out of latin in my tonge it tariff . 

t* it. v, io. feq. But Sir Francis. Kinaflpn who traoflated 
Troilus and Cressiide [1635] into Latin rhymes, fays, that 
Chaucer in this poem " has taken the liberty of his own invent 
tidnt*** In the mean time, Chaucer, by his. own references* 
feett&to have been ffcudioua of feldom departing from Lollius. 
jta one place, be pays htm a compliment^ a& an author whofif 
excellencies he could not reach. L. lib vi 133a. 

Bot fothe is, though I caattft tellwxalJ> 

As can mine author <f hi* eeccctiewe. 

See alfo L. iii. 576. 1823. 

(/) L. ulu v. 1785. (*) Sigh. 
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And thought aie on her fo withoutin Iette : 
That as he fatte and woke, his fpirit metfce (h) 
That he her faugh, and temple, and all the wife^/J 
Right of her loke, and gan it newe avife [k) 

There is not fo much nature in the fonnet to 
Love, which follows. It is translated from Pe- 
trarch; and had Chaucer followed his own genius, 
he woukf not have difgufted us with the affe<9ed 
gallantry and exaggerated compliments which it 
extends through five tedious ftanzas. The doubts 
and delicacies of a young girl difclofing her heart 
to her lover, are eXquifitely touched in this com* 
parifon. 

And as the newe abafliid nightingale 

That ftintith (m) firft, when fbe beginith fing, 

When that (he herith any herdis {«) tale, 

Or in the hedgis anie wight ftirring, 

And after fikir (o) doth her voice outring; 

Right fo Crefleide when that her drede ftent (p) 

Opened her herte and told him her intent, fa) 

The following pathetic fcene may be bkQcd 
from many other*. Troilus feeing Greffide in a 

fwoarn 

(*) Thought. Imagined. (/) Manner. 

(i) L. i. v. 359. («*) Stops. 

(«) Herd/man. A Sfcef&ert. (0) With confidtfte* 

(f>) Her fears cea&d. (y) L. iii, T, 1*354 
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fwoon, imagines her to be dead. He unfheaths 
his fword with an intent to kill himfelf, and utters 
thefe exclamations* 

And thou, cite, in which I live in wc> 
And thou Priam, and brethren all ifere (r), 
And thou, my mother, farwel, for I go : 
And, Atropos, make ready thou my bere : 
And thou Creffeide, O fweet herte dere, 
Receive thou now my fpirit, would he fay* 
With fwerd at hert all redy for to dey# 

Bijt a* gdd w6uld,of fwougfr ( s) (be tho abraidef^, 
And gan to fighe, and Troilus (he cride : ' 
And he anfwerid, Lady mine Crefeide,. 
Livin ye yet ? And let hfs fword doune glide* 
Yes, herte mine, that thankid be Cupide, 
Quoth fhe : and therwithall fhe fore fight [11)1 
And he began to glad her as he might. 

Tbke her inafmiS two, and kift her oft* 
And her to glad he did all his entent : 
For which her ghoft, that flickered aie alofte, 
v Into her woefull breaft aien it went : 
* But 

Together. (j) Swoon. 

(/) ThcaawaktcL (*) Sighfd. 
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But at the laft, as that her eyin glent (w) 

Afide, anon (lie gan his fwerde afpie, 

As it lay bere, and gan for fere to crie : 

And aflcid him why he had it Outdrawe i 

And Troilus anon the caufe hir tolde, 

And how therwith himfelf he would have flawe : 

For which Crefeide upon him gan behold, 

And gan him in her armis faft to fold ; 

And faid, O mercy, God, lo which a dede ! 

Alas ! how nere we werin bothe dede ! (#) 

• Pathetic defcription is one of Chaucer's peculiar 
excellencies* » 

In this jioem afe vaLridus imitations from Ovid^ 
which are of too particular and minute a nature to 
be poioted out here, and belong to the province of a 
profefled and formal commentator on the piece. 

The Platonic notion in the third boot <y ) about 
univerfal love, and the do&rine that this principle 
z£ts with equal and uniform influence both in the 
natural and moral world, are a tranflation from 
Boethius {%). And in the Knight's Tale 

ht 

(«) Glanced. (*) L.iv. v. 1x05. 

OOV.1750. 

(») Confolat. Philofcph. L. ii. Met- uit. iii. Met. at Spen- 
cer is full of this doctrine. See Fairy Queen, i. ix. 1. iv. JO 
E 34* 
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he mentions, from the fame favorite fyftem of 
philofophy, the Faire Chaine of Love, (a) 

It is worth obferving, that the reader is referred 
to Dares Phrygius, inftead of Homer, for a difplay 
of the atchievements of Troilus. 

His worthi dedis who fo lift him here, 
kede Dares, he can til hem all ifere. (a) 

Our author, from his exceffive fondnefs for Sta- 
tius, has been guilty of a very diverting and what 
may be called a double anachrpnifm. He rqpre- 
fents Creffide, with two of her female companions, 
fitting in zpavid par lour ^ and reading the Thebaid 
of Statius (bj y which is called the Gejie tf the 
Siege of Thebes (c)<> and the Romance of 
fhebis (djl 

In 
34, 35. &c. &c I could point out many other imitations from 
Boethius in this poem. 

(a) V. i$99- Vxu (<*) L.iv. v. 1770. 

(b) L. ii. v. 81. (c) *,, ii. V. 84. 

(d) L. ii. v. 100. Bijbop Amfhiwax is mentioned, ife, V; 104. 
' Pamlarus fays, v. 106 ; 

—All this I know my felve, 
And all the affiege of Thebes, and all the care ; 
For herof ben ther makid bokn twelve. 
In his Dreme, Chaucer, to pais the night away, rather thaa 
.play at chefc, calls for a fymaume% in which •< were writtia 

fables, 
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In another place, Caflandra tranflates the Argu- 
ments of the twelve books of the Thebaid (e) 

["I wilh not to interrupt the merrymcnt occa- 
fioned by this notable difcovery : — But, after you 
have fufficiently enjoyed your laugh,— let me afk 
you, where this fame diverting double anachro- 

nifm exifts out of your own imagination, — r 

fertile enough, perhaps, in creations of this kind. 
Why might not Creffid be reprefented by Chaucer 
as reading the Story of Thebes ? Was the 
deftrudion of that city fubfequent to the fiege of 
Troy ? And, admitting that Chaucer derived 
all his knowledge from the Thebaid, does Cas- 
sandra ever mention the name of Statius ?" 

Obfervattons on the T^hree F'irjl Volumes of 
the Hijlory of Englijh Poetry. 4*0. 1 782. 
. p. 12, feq.] 

In 

fables of quenis livis and of kings, and many othir thingis 
fmale." This proves to be Ovid. v. 52. feq. See Man. of 
L. T. v. 54 Urr. There was an old French Romance called 
Partonepfx, often cited by Da Cange and Carpenticr. 
Gl. Lat, This is Parthenopeus, a hero of the Theban ftory. It 
was tranflated into Engliih, and called Peri on ape. 

(<) L. v. v. 1490. I will add here, that Creffide propofes 
the trial of the Ordeal to Troitas. L. lii. v. 1048. Troiius, 
duYing the times of truce, amufes himfelf with hawking. L. iiu 
v: 1785. 
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In the fourth book of this poem, Pandarus en* 
deavours to comfort Troilus with arguments con- 
cerning the do&rine of predeftination, taken from 
t A Bradwardine, a le^aniedj^chl^^ and theologift, 
A and nearly Chaucer's cotemporary (f)* 

This poem, although almoft as long as the 
Eneid, was intended to be fung to the harp* as well 
as read. 

And redde where fo thou be, or d&sfongefg). 

It is dedicated to the moral! Gower [the poet]> 
and to the philofophical Strode. 

Strode was eminent /or his fcholaftic knowledge^ 
and tutor to Chaucer's fon Lewis at Merton col- 
lege in Oxford, 

[ Prefixed to Sir F. Kinafton's Amor urn Troili 
€t Qrefeida^ 1635, are Latin verfes by a Guix. 
Strode. Publicus Acad. Oxon. Orator." pro^ 
bably a defcendant of the philofophical Strode. J 

In Mr. Tyrwhitt's a Accoijnt of the 

Works 

(/) In his book De Causa Dei, publifticd by Sir Henry 
Savile, 1617. He touches on this controverfy, Konne'sPr. T, 
y. 1349. Urr. See alfo Tr. Cr, L. iv. v. 961. feq. 

(£) L. ult v. 1796. 
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Works of Chaucer," prefixed tto his Glos- 
sary, Vol. V. 1778, p. xvii. he fays ; The Tefla- 
ment and Complaint of Crefeide appears from 
ver. 41 [of that Poem] not to have been written by 
Chaucer ; and Mr. Urry was informed u by Sir 
James E res kin, late Earl of Kelly, and diverfe 
aged fcholars of the Scottifli nation," that the true 
author wa^ « Mr. Robert Henderson, chief 
fchool-mafter of Dumferlin, a little time before 
Chaucer was firft printed, and dedicated to King 
Henry VIII. by Mr. Thynne." I fuppofe the 
fame perfon is meant that is called Robert Hen- 
*ysonjb in " Ancient Scottijh Potms? where 
feveral of his compofitions majf be feen, from p. 98 
to p. 138. 

Mr. Tyrwhitt has been led into a grof$ miftake, 
in fupnofing this to have been told by the Earl of 
Kelly to Mr. Urry, by the vague manner in which 
the information is given at the head of The Tefta- 
ment of Crefeide^ in Urry's Chaucer ; it being 
merely an abridgment of Sir Francis Kinafton's 
Ms. note : of which the following is a copy. 

? Ffor the Author of this Supplement called the 
Teftament of Crefcid, w ch «may paffe for the fixt 
and laft booke of this Story I [Sir F. Kinafton) 
Jiaye very fufficiently bin informed by S r . James 

[James 
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[James is ftrfclteh out by a pen, and over it is 
written Tho ;] Eriskin late earle of Kelly & 
divert aged Jkhollers of the Scottifli nation, that it 
was mads & written by one Mr. Robert Hen* 
derfon fbmetitnes cheife Schoole mafter in Dum- 
fermling much about the time thai Chaucer was firft 
printed & dedicated to king Henry the 8th by 
Mr. Thinne w* h was neere the end of his raigne : 
This Mr. Henderfon wittily obferving> that Chau*- 
cer in his 5th booke had related y« death of Troilus, 
but made no mention what became of Crefeid, he 
learnedly takes upon him in a fine poeticall way to 
expres the punifhment & end due to a falfe uncon- 
ftint whore, w* h commonly terminates in extreme^ 
mifery. About, or a little after his time the moft 
famous of the Scottim poets Gawen Douglas made 
his learned & excellent tranflation of Virgils 
MtiQidSj who was biihop of Dunkeld, & made ex- 
cellent prefaces to every one of the twelve bookes. 

Ffor this Mr. Robert Henderfon he was queftion- 
lefs a learned and a witty man, & it is pitty we 
have no more of his works, being very old he dyed 
of a Diarrhea or fluxe, of whom there goes this 
merry, though fomewhat unfavoury tale^ that all 
phifitians having given him over Sc he lying draw- 
ing his lair, breath there came an old woman unto 
him, who was held a witch, & aflced him whether 

he 
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he would be cured, to whom he layed very willingly, 
then qd (he there is a whikey tree in the lower end 
of yo r orchard, & if you will goe & walke but thrice 
about it, & thrice repeate theis wordes whikey 
tree whikey tree take away this fluxe froin. me you 
(hall be prefently cured, he told her thaj befide he 
was extreme faint & weake it was extreme froft 
& fnow & that it was impoffible for him to go. She 
told him that unles he did fo it was impoffible be 
(hould recover, Mr. Henderfon then lifting upp 
himfelfe, & pointing to an oken table that was m 
the roome, aflced her & feied gude dame I pray ye 
tell me, if it would not do as well if I repeated thrice 

gieist vyords oken burd oken burd garre me s 

a hajd t-rr — • the woman feing herfelfe derided & 
(corned ran out of the houfe in ^ great paffion 6c 
Mr. Henderfon within halfe a quarter of an houre 
departed this life : there is a like tale told of Mr* 
GeorgeBuchanan who lying at the point of death [was] 
propofed fuch a queftion & made fuch an anfwer to 
fome ladies & women, that came unto him perfuad- 
ing him to dy a Romane Catholicke, but it is fo 
uncivell & unmannerly, that it is better to fuppres it 
in filence then relate it." 

Coarfe as this ftory is, it ferves to (hew that, even 
in fo re.iiote a period, men of underftanding had no 
faith in charms or witchcraft. 

Exclufive 
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Exclufive of Hcnderfon or Henryfon's Supple- 
ment, in various editions of Chaucer ; it appears, 
by the following/ notice, to have been feparately 
printed. 

1593. « The Teftament of Crefseid, Compylit 
be M. Robert Henryfon Sculemaister in Dun- 
fermeling. Imprentit at Edinburgh be Henrie 
Charteris. M.D.XClft." In 58 feven-line 
ftanzas ; beginning on the back of the title-page. 
Then, a The Complaynt of Crefseid j" in ? nine- 
line ftanzas, and 21 feven line ftanzas, G 2. in 
fours, Brit. Mufeum. Quarto. 

Herbert's Typographical Antiquities, 4to. 1790. 

Vol. 3, p. 1514, 
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THE FIRST BOOKE 

OF 

TROILUS and CRESEID, 



THE double Sohwe of Tf oilus to teBcn, 
That was King Priamus Sonne of Troy, 
In loving, how his adventures felfen 
From woe to wele, and after out of ioye, 
My purpofe is, er that I partfe] froy. 
Thefiphone, thou helpe me for t'endite 
Theis woefull verfes, that weepen as I write, 

II. 
To thee I cleepe, thou Goddefle of Torment, 
Thou cruell fury, forrowing ever in paine, 
Helpe me, that am the forrowfull inftrument, 
That helpeth lovers, as I can, complaine. 
For well fit [it] the Soothfe] for to feine, 
A wofull wight to have a drery feare, 
And to a forrowfull Tale a foriecheare. 

III. 
For that I God of Loves fervants ferve, 
Ne dare to love fpr mine unlikelines, 
Prayen for fpeed, aH fhould I therefore fterVe,' 
Soefarream I fro his helpe in darknes. 
But nathelefTe, if this may done gladnes 
To any lover, and his caufe availe, 
Have h€ my thanke, and mine be the* trarfcfle. 

a IV; 
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IV. 

But yee lovers that liathen In gladne$ 
If any droppe of pitty in you bee, 
Remembreth you of paffed heavines 
That ye* have fek, and on the adverfity 
Of other folfce, and thinketh bow that yee 
Han felt, that love durft you [to] difpleafe, 
Elfe yee ban won him with too great an eafc. 

y. 

And prayeth for hem that bin in the cafe 
Of T reilus, as yee may after heare, 
Tharjie hem bring in heaven to folate, 
And eke for me prayeth to God fo deare. 
That I have might to fhew m fomemanere, 
Such paine arid woe, as loves folke endure* 
In Troilus unfely aventure. 

VI. 

And biddeth eke for hem that be difpeired 

In love, that never will recovered bee, 

And eke for hem that falfely bin apeired 

Through wicked tongues, be. it he or fhe : 

Thus biddeth God for his benignitie. 

Soe graunte hem foone [out] of this worldtopace 

That ben difpaired out of loves grace. 

VII.' 
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VII. 

And biddeth eke for hem that ben at eafc, 
That God hem grtmnt aie goodperfeverance, 
And fend hem giace her loves for to pleafe, 
That it to love he worfhip and pleafance : 
For foe hope I my felfe beft to avance 
To pray for hem that loves fervants bee, 
And write her woe ? and liye in Charitie. 

VIII. 

And for to have of them compaffioun, 
As though I were her owne brother deare, 
Now hearkeneth with a good ententioun, 
For now will I goe ftraight to my matere : 
In which yee may the double forrowes here 
Of Troilus, in loving [of J Crefeide, 
And how that fhee forfooke him ere (he deide, 

IX. 

It is well wift, how that the Greek[e]s ftrong 
In Arrces, all with a thoufand Shipp[e]s went 
To Troye ward[e]s, and the citty long 
Befejgden, nigh ten yeares ere they ftent, 
And [how] in divers wife, and one content, 
The ravifhing towreake of queene Heleine, 
By Paris don, they wroughten all tber peine. 

A2 X. 
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X. 

Now fell it foe, that in the towhe there was 
Dwelling a Lord of greate authority, 
A great divine, that cleped was Calcas 
That in that Science foe expert was, that he 
Knew well that Troie fliould deftroyed be, 
By anfwer of his God, that hight[e] thus. 
Dan Phoebus, or Apollo Delphicus. 

XI. 

Soe when this Calcas knew by calculing, 
And eke by the anfwer of his God Apollo, 
That the Greeks fliould[e] fuch a people bring, 
Throw which [that] Troie rhuft[e] be fordo j 
He call anone out of the Towne to goe ; i 
Ffor well he wift by fort, that Troie flioulel 
Deftroyed be, ye would who foe, or nold. 

XII. 

Wherefore he to departen foft[e]ly, 
Tooke purpofe full£e], this forknowing wife, 
And to the Greekfejs hoft full prively 
He ftale anon, and they in courteous wife 
Did to him both[e] wcrfhip and fervife, 
In truft that he hath cunning hem to rede, 
In every thing[e] which that was to dread, 

XIIL 
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A COMMENTARY Otf 
CHAOCER'S 

FIRST BOOK OF 

?RQ1LUS and CR&SEID. 

By Sir Francis Kinajion^ Knight. 
WltH ADDITIONS. \ 

BOOK h Stanza L] For tfiat divers wonis 
ift this our molt excellent Authors worke do 
feeme obfolet, and therefore by many are held ab- 
fufd, a$ namely lt T Un y znd fc/kn, and fuch like. 
Under favoure of their better judgements* fuch 
words ought rather to be efteemed as elegances ; 
flnce it appeares by a ihcyft antient Grammer, 
writteriin the Saxon tongue and chara&er, which I 
once {awe* in the hands of my moft learned and 
celebrated frend Mr. Bent Johnf.n^ and by which 
(outof AoxxbtMiJy the Grammarian made his Acce* 
dence, the Fngl Ih tongue in Chaucer s time being in 
fubftance the Saxort, had in Nounes diftin&ions of 
A cafes 
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cafes and numbers, and in Verbes of numbers and 
tenfes ; the example in that Saxon Grammer being 
in Nounes Man, and Man, in the Angular num- 
ber, and Men and Min, in the plurall number : foe 
here, telle* and Jellen are the pjurall number, and 
figncs of the infinitive moode ; which differences 
(though after the example of the Latines diet, and 
dicier i which for the verfe or rime fake was ele- 
gantly ufed) wee at this day do not obferve. 

Froy, that i$fromy0u> which is an elegaht con- 
traftion frequently ufed in other languages ; as the 
French, and Italian; as 'Twilly in the Scottifh 
tongue is ufed for what willyee. 

Troilus, a compounded name of two kings his 
afceeftors ; namely Tros, who built Troy, and llus 9 
who built that part of Troy y which was called 
Ilium. 

PriamuSj [was] the laft king of Trey, in whofe 
raigne that Citty was wholly burnt downe and 
razed by the Greeks. 

[Ilium was the palace of Troy. 

Johnson. 

Ilium, properly fpeaking, is the name of the 
city; Troy that of the country, 

Stievbns. 

Steeyens's Shakspeare, 1793, Vol. XL p. 225. 

Ilium, 



Digitized 



by Google 



TKHKVS AND. CRESEID. 3 

Ilium or teem (for it is fpelt both ways) wa* 
according to Lydgate and the author of The Dc- 
Jlru&ion of Troy* the name of Priam's palace, 
which is faid by thefe writers to have been built 
upon a high rock. 

<c It was one of the richeft and ftrongeft that 
ever was in all the world. And it was of height 
five hundred paces, befides the height of the towers, 
whereof there was great plenty, and (0 high as 
that it fecmed to them that faw them from farre, 
they raught up unto the heaven." 

The Dcjlruaion of Troy, B. II. p. 478. 

So alfo Lydgate, fign F 8, verfo : 

« And when he gin to his worke approche, 

« He made it buildehye upon a roche 

" It for to affure in his foundation, 

« And called it the noble Y;i:n." 

Malone,. Idem, p 231, 349 J 

S. 2 ] I ckepe, that is / call or invoke, from 
whence it fcemes the Scotts have cheepe in the 
&me fenfe. [In Scotland the word is now, and 
probably always was pronounced chap, or chop; 
to chap for a man is to call for him, to chap at a 
<jooris to knock at it] 

Sit thefooth, that is it well befitts tofpeah truth ; 

Jrom footk the foothfayers had their donominationy 

A^ .thsugh 
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though for the mcft parte he told nothing but 
lies, or at the b< ft did but equ vrcate* 

A dieary fea r c % that is •. drooping f*a»t: dr^ry 
cies being eies faied t© bee blared with weeping. 
[Oua?re y whether . are, the paJfion\ ovjere, i. e. 
companion \ be the author's word r] 

Sorie chcari) that is fad countenance ; which 
decorum betwixt the face and the difcourfe ought 
gllwaies to be obferved. 

Goddeffe §f Torment. Though neither the three 
furits, nor the three deftinies, are ufually colltd in 
Larjn? gpldefi'es, nor their affiitance in any poems 
requird, yet Tifiphqne being an infer q H power, 
and fained to be the worker of all forrowfull per- 
turbatio s in mens minds, (wbofe excellent <jef- 
cription may be found in the firft booke of St alius 
Parpinius) our Chaucer hath not done amifle in 
gping therein out of the common path, and invoking 
the fury as a fitt Mufe to his matter, 

f" The three Furies, AUe8o, Me^ara, and 
Tifiphone* daughters of V^to and Prof^pina* 
were called in heaven Dine* in ear^h Harpya y ia 
hell Furia. » 

Thtfe are taken for the totures of a guilty con- 
fcienre, wh re the torments of hell begin ; or for 
the commotions of t^e mind, Coveioufnefs, Envy, 
Difcord \ or for Gods three judgments ; Mtg<tra\ 

Plague, 
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PJapu% fvc( ping all aw y ; Al clo, Fatrine, never 
fatisned; TiJipt,otie % Sword, a mur berer, and re-? 
venger of fin. Thefe are worfliipped, not becaufo 
they can do good, but left thev fhould do hurt." 

Ovid's InveRivt or Cur/e against Ibis. 
Tranflated by John Jones* hi. A. 16581 
p. 6. note. 

Papinius Stutius, was a heroic poet, who lived 
at Naples in the time of Domitian\ there was alfp 
a Latin comic poet, named Slatius* whofe prse* 
nomen was Caci'ius • contemporary with Ennius.] 

S. 3.] Unlike incs. Either to obteine his love, 
or hjs wante of p rfonageor parts. 

Sterzc. He meanes he would pray for them, 
though he dy'd for it ; fitrve in Dutch is to dye % 
though wee commonly ufc it for a thing dead* either 
\yy hunger or cold. 

For Chaucer s perfonage, it appeares by an exT 
cellent piece of him, limn'd by the life by Thomas 
Occltve liis fc oiler and coetanean, and now remain* 
ing as a high priz'd jewell in the hands of my 
honor M frend Sir Thomas Cotton, knight and baro? 
nett, that Chaucer was a man of an even ftature, 
neither too high, nor too lowe ; his complexion 
fanguine, bis face flefhie, but pale, his forehead 
fomething broad, but comely fmooth and even ; his 
eies, rather little then [than] greate,; cad moft 

parte 
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parte downward, with a grave afpeft ; bis lipps 
plumpe and ruddy, and both of them of an equall 
thicknes ; the hair on his upper lippe being thin 
and fhorte, of a wheat cullor ; on his chin two 
thin forked tuffs, his cheeks of like cullor with the 
reft of his face, being either (baved or warifing 
haire: all which confidered, together with his witt 
and education in the court, and his favoure among 
thegreate ladyes, one of whofe women he married, 
it was his modefty rather then [than] his fittnes 
[unhtnefc] to be a lover made him fpeake of bis 
unlikeliness 

S. £.J Prayeth here is the imparative moode of 
fraye the indicative, and frayen the infinitive 
moode; which the Saxons did obferve in their 
grammer* 

Unfely, that is wretched, untoward \ or unlucky j 
for in Scotifh unfell fignifies mishapen, or unto- 
ward, fas] when they fay an unfell ape. [Unfitly. 
wretched, mijerable, unhappy; Not frdm the E. 
Silly, as one at firft view would think ; but from 
the A S. Stn&etigt infelix j and fo it fhould rather 
be written Unfely, as in fome old authors, and as 
Chaucer ufes Ufafefilieg, for misfortune. Goth, fyd, 
fignifies bonus, fttytel, tnalus. Chaucer has Sely, 
exp. happy, felinefs, felicity : a Teut. &ttlit ve * 
£tHp, Belg.^figj^ beatus, ftlix \ q.d, Spiri- 

tualu \. 
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tualisi haec a Be)g. &itlt f Teut. &eefe t Scot, 
AflUf t A. ^ouf f Mima. 

Ruddiman's Gloffary to Gawin 'Douglas's 
Virgil. Folio, Edinburgh, 17 10.] 

Thcfe two preceding Stances need noe [other] 
comment, they are foe plaine \ only it is to be re* 
membered that the words thinketh and rcmembrctb 
are the imparative moode, and that the word ban 
is the contraction of haven, the fecond perfon plu- 
rall of the verbe have. [Sir F. K!% Ms. reads, 
contradtion of the haven.] 

S. 6.J Biddctb, though wee ufe it now in a 
commanding fenfe, yet the genuine fignificacon of 
the word in the Saxon tongue rs to pray ; from 
whence is derived the word beads, by which the 
antients did, and the papifts now doe uie to num- 
ber or tell their prayers. 

Apeired, that is to fey impaired in their good 
names. 

To pace, that is to got or p^ffe, 

Difparedj that is banijhed out of fight ; of the 
Latine word difpareo, which is to goe out of fight* 
or not appear e ; and not the French word defpoir f 
which is to defpaire, or be out of hope. 
' S. 8.] Some do not improbably conjeflmre 
that Cheuc4r y m writing the loves and lives of 2W- 

lus 
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lus and Crejeld, did rather glance at foiiie private 
perfons, as one of king Edivatd the third's fons, 
and a lady of the court^ his paramour ; then [than] 
follow tinmcr^ Dares Phrygius % or any author 
writing the hiftory of thofe times : for firft, it can- 
not be imagined that Chaucer \ being foe greate a 
learned fcholler, Could be ignorartt of the ftory % 
next that he fhculd foemiftakeasto make Crefeid 
the daughter oiCalchas the foothfayer, who Was the 
daughter of one Chrr/es, and thereuppoh called 
Chryfeisy whereas her right riame was Aftynomc : 
then, that there fhculd be any love betweene 75 0- 
ilus and her ; efpecially that Chaucer fhould per- 
fenat her as a widdow, whereas indeed (he was 4 
votary to Diana ; and being taken captive, and 
felling to Jgamcmnons lot, he having the ufe.of her 
fcody, and defiling her, there fell a great peftilerice 
in the campe of the Greeks : where Calchas being 
confulted what might be tbecaufe thereof, told that 
Diana was incenfed for the r?:pe of Chryfeis% 
whereuppori (he was delivered backe agfiine to her 
father Chryfs^ and In her ftead (for great comman- 
ders, cannot be without their wenches, Mars and 
Venus being ufually in conjunction Agamemnon 
took Bryjes from Achi lies ; wnereuppon he tooke tot 
much difcontent for the loffe of his miftri?, that he 
Ivould never come to fight in the feild till he cainS 

to 
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to reveng the death of his cofm Patroclus uppoit 
He ft or, whom he flew and dragged about the walls 
of Troy* 

[Pandarus, in Shakfpeare*s Troi(us and Cref- 
lida y edit. 1793, p. 224, fpeaking ofCrcJfida, fays, 
" She's a fool to ftay behind her father ; let her to 
the Greeks." On which is the following note. 

Calchas, according to Shakfpeare's authority, 
The Dejbruftion of Troy y was <c a great Iearne4 
bilhop of Troy," who was feot by Priam to confult 
the oracle of Delphi concerning the event of the 
waf which was threatened by Agamemnon. As 
icon as he had made <( his oblations and demauijds 
for them of Troy, Apollo (fays the book) aun- 
fwered unto hihi, laying ; Calchas, Calchas, beware 
that thou returne not back again to Troy 5 bu$ goe 
thou with Achylles, unto the Greekes, and depart 
never from them, for the Greekes (hall have vie* 
torie of the Troyans by the agreement of the 
Gods " Hifi. of the Deflruft'ion of Troy, tranflated 
by Caxtoh, 5th edit. 4*0. 1617. This prudent 
bifhop followed the ^dvice of the Oracle, and imnjer 
diately joined the Greeks. 

Malqnh. 

In the lift of tt Persons reprefented," prefixed 
to the Play, Calchas is ftiled a Trojan prielr, taking 
B part 
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part with the Greeks ; and Crejfida^ daughter to 
Calchas.} 

Thus much for the ftory ; but however Chaucer 
hath taken the liberty of his owne invention, he hath 
made a mod admirable and inimitable epicke poeme; 
defcribing in the perfon of Troths a moft compleat 
knight, in armes and courtfhippe, and a Jaithfali 
conftant lover ; and in Crtfeid a beautiful! and moft 
qoye lady, which being once overcome yields to the 
frailty of her fex. 

[The word knighty as often as it occurs, is fure to 
bring with it the idea of chivalry, and revives the 
memory of Amadis and his fantaftic followers, 
rather than that of the mighty confederates whd 
fought on either fide in the Trojan war, I wifll 
that eques and armiger could have been rendered by 
any other words than knight and [fquire* Mr. 
Pope, in his tranflation of the Iliad) is very liberal 
of tlie latter. 

Stbbvens. Note on Troilus and Cref- 
fida. Shakspear*. 1793. Vol.xi. 

P- 390- 

S. 9. ] Well wijl) that is well known*. 

Theyjlent, that is they gave over* [See a note on 

itjlintedy in Romeo andjuliet^ A. I. S. 3. Shaics- 

feare, 17^3. V. XIV.] 

To lurevki to reveng* * 

Wroughten 
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Wrtughun all ther peine, • that is tioke all that 

paine. 

Helenty the beautiful wife of king Menelaus y 

cannot be properly (aid to have bin ravifhed by 

Paris 5 for it is not likely that (he was forced, as 

Lucrect> nor violently carried away, as Proferpina 

was bf Pluto ;- (he therefore as wee fay in our 

common law, and as many wives in thefe times doc, 

did eloppc from her hufband; that is to fay, left the 

bed and boord of her old king to live and die with a 

lufty young lording. 

[Paris. Sir, I propofe hot merely to myfelf 

The pleafures fuch a beauty brings with it j 

But I would have the foil of her /**> rape 

Wip'd off, in honourable keeping her. 

Troilus andGriffida. 

Rape in our author's time commonly fignified the 

carrying away of a female. 

MalojJe. 

It has always borne that, as one of its fignifica- 
tions } raptus Helena (without any idea of peffonal 
violence) being constantly rendered— -the rape of 
Helen. 

Steev^ns. 
Shakspeare, 1793* Vol. xi. p. 290.} 
St. 10.] Divine. That is not a divine in that 
fenfe as wee now ufe it, but as a diviner that ufed 

divi- 
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divinations, whofc life among other? of the v like 
ftraine as Arrius, Idmon, Pythagoras, AgoHonrus 
Tyanaeus &c. is fet forth by Boiflard a Frenchman^ 
in his abfolutc learned booke De divihafcione. 

Cieped, called, or named. > 

Dan PhctbuSy lordPhcebus, Dan being an abre- 
viation of Dominus. N 

Apollo's Oracle at Delphos was the moft cele-* 
brated and famous of the whole world, it being the* 
]?ft that ceafed and was fdent at the birth of our 
Saviour, whofe blefled comminginto the world d^f- 
pellcd the works of the divell. * 

St. ii.] Calculing, that is .calculating: 

Fordo, undone, or deftroyed. 

He wl/t by forty that. is, he, knew by cafting of 
lots. [e. g. Sortes Virgilianae.] 

Who would Joe or nold [In the text, ye would 
who foe or nold~\ % that is, whether any man would 
or noe. ' • * 

Calculating is properly with ftones,by cafting or 
.placing them by chance, not much unlike* that 
CeotnanticaU Way of divination by making pricks* 
or points with a wand in a plaine feed of fafid or 
duft/ < - 

St. 12] In trujl that he hath cunning hem to 
rede. i. fc. In hope that he^fhsth^ fkift to coun- 
felland advife them in every thing that they feared, 
or was dangerous. * . > jI l - J ' 
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